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the gods to weep at. India's phenomenal
poverty is one of the tragic facts of its life;
and it is mainly due to the lack of means
of education.

Under the circumstances, the first aim
of all publicly imparted education in India
should be to increase the productive capacity
of its citizens. Education is the first neces-
sity of such a nation, and it should be the
first charge on all national revenues. The
nation should strive with every nerve to
deprive itself of all luxuries, nay, even of
secondary necessities, in order to place this
first necessity of national life within the
reach of every boy and girl, and of every
adult capable of learning. This is only
possible by a general widespread system
of vocational education, and by a general
dissemination of practical, scientific know-
ledge applicable to the ordinary needs of
life and vocational efficiency.

Such a widespread system of education
requires huge funds. These funds are to
be .furnished (a) by existing revenues, (b) by
new taxes, (c] by economy in other depart-
ments of public administration, (dj by
national or provincial loans. In order to
prepare the public mind to meet the demands
for funds for education^ it is necessary to
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